7th grade Science 

Brett Miller
Pickens County Middle School
Teacher and Students Expectations

I will challenge all of my students to do their best in every aspect of class. They will be encouraged to take a critical look at the world around them and look at it with a mathematical and scientific eye. Students may expect me to be prepared and fair each day. I will look at each student as an individual with unique abilities and needs. Parents can expect me to keep them updated in respect to their child’s progress via PowerSchool. 
I will also have lesson plans posted for parent and student review each week. Lesson plans may be viewed on my Teacher Page at http://teacherpages.pickens.k12.ga.us/tp3/PCSS/Teacher.aspx?TeacherID=268 . This may also be accessed via the Pickens County Middle School Website.
I expect all students to do their work to the best of their ability and to be fair and honest. Students are expected to be punctual and prepared for class each day. Regular attendance will also be expected of each student to assist in keeping abreast of all assignments and work. Class participation is equally important to fully grasp each concept and to learn to be independent thinkers. 

Students are expected to keep all work in their notebook as assigned and submit assignments on the date specified.  Missing homework assignments are defined as items not turned in, left at home, left in locker, or drastically incomplete assignments.  If the student is absent on the day the assignment is given, he/she will have time to complete the assignment.  Missing long-term assignments such as major individual projects, group projects etc. may be accepted one class day late and will have twenty (20) points deducted from the grade not including points deducted due to errors in the assignment.

Course Description

7th Grade science will encompass an in-depth study of life science and how living things function in the world around us. 

Text: Pearson/Prentice Hall Georgia Life Science

Course Outline

This 7th grade course outline follows the new Georgia Performance Standards (GPS). Additional information about the science 7th grade science standards may be found at http://www.georgiastandards.org .

Studies will involve the following information related to science:


· Investigation into the diversity of living organisms and how they can be compared scientifically.

· The structure and function of cells, tissues, organs and organ systems.

· How biological traits are passes on to successive generations.

· The dependence of organisms on one another and their environments.

· The evolution of living organisms through inherited characteristics that promote survival of organisms and the survival of successive generations of their offspring.

Grading Scheme

Summative Assessment
          40%

Formative Assessment                       60%
________     

                    ____

TOTAL


                     100%
*Daily assignments include homework, class work, participation, etc.

Absent Make-up Procedure

Any assignment and/or test announced before a student’s absence is the student’s responsibility to be prepared for that test and/or assignment the day they return to school.  Assignments will be posted daily in the classroom to help students remain up-to-date and informed.  The student must complete make-up work within the time specified by Pickens County Schools Student Handbook.
Scheduled Help

A student needing extra help may make an appointment in advance for morning or after school help with Mrs. Liberatore.  Arrangements must be made in advance to avoid scheduling conflicts.

Behavior Management Plan
All students are expected to adhere to the Pickens County Middle School behavior management plan in addition to the Pickens County School District’s policies listed in the student Code of Conduct handbook.

Teacher/Parent Communication

Parents should check their child’s agenda daily to keep up with daily and long term assignments.  Please note that incomplete class work becomes homework.  Grades will be sent home approximately every 9 weeks with progress reports in the interim. Grades may also be viewed via PowerSchool. Grades will be updated weekly.
Please sign and return. The Syllabus for each class will also be posted on my school webpage for future reference.
____________________________

_____________________________

Student Signature





Parent Signature

Needed Items for each day:


Pencils, red or green pen, erasers, paper, folder or notebook to keep work in. 

Optional items that would be useful for class:


Colored pencils, colored markers, flash drive, small head phones

